THE PSYCHO-ANALYSIS OF CHILDREN

brought on phantasies of an uninterrupted and everlasting process of
taking nourishment; but at the same time the receiving of nourish-
ment and sexual satisfaction (both of them through copulation with
the father's penis) have been transformed into torture and destruc-
tion. This leads him to the assumption that the interior of her body is
filled to bursting point with his enormous 'bad9 penises which are
destroying her in all sorts of ways. In his imagination she has become
not only the "woman with a penis' but a kind of container for his
father's penises and for his dangerous excrement which is equated
with them.1 In this way he has displaced on to his mother great
quantities of hatred and anxiety which attached to his father and his
father's penis.2 Thus a strong and premature oral sadism on the one
hand encourages the child to make attacks upon his parents joined in
copulation and to be terrified of their imago in that aspect and on the
other prevents him from forming a good mother-imago which could
sustain him against his early anxiety-situations, and lay the founda-
tion of a good super-ego in him (in the form of helping figures)3 as
well as becoming the basis of a heterosexual position.

To this must be added the consequence of a feminine phase which
in such cases is too much governed by sadism. The boy's inordinately
strong introjection of his father's monstrous 'bad' penis makes him
believe that his body is exposed to the same dangers from within as
his mother's is. And his introjection of his hostile combined parents,
together with his very feeble introjection of a egood' mother, work in
the same direction. In giving rise to an excess of anxiety concerning
his own inside, these introjective processes pave the way not only for
serious mental ill-health but for severe disturbances in his sexual
development. As I pointed out earlier in this chapter, the possession
of 'good' contents in the body and with it, on the genital level, the

1 The imagos which have arisen from these phantasies are usually not only
quite at variance with the real picture of the boy's mother but entirely obscure
it. Here cause and effect reinforce one another. Owing to the too strong
operation of the boy's earliest anxiety-situations, the growth of his object-
relationship and adaptation to reality have been arrested. As a consequence
of this, his world of objects and reality cannot mitigate the anxiety belonging
to those earliest anxiety-situations, so that these continue to dominate his
mind. I have found that in such cases the child's relation to reality has re-
mained permanently impaired; and consequently the reality continues to be
received and evaluated later on predominantly according to his phantasized
anxiety-situations.

2 In the previous chapter we have traced an analogous process of displace-
ment in the girl. Where her hatred and envy are mainly concerned with her
father's penis which her mother has incoporated, she displaces those feelings,
which were originally mostly directed to her mother, on to his penis, with the
result that her attitude to men is open to severe disturbances.

3 Cf. my paper, 'Personification in the Play of Children' (1929) Writings, i.
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